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Everyone who visits or works in the Berks County Agricultural Center will be 
able to enjoy the artwork of  mural artist, Carrie Kingsbury, now and into the fu-
ture.  A resident of Birdsboro, Ms. Kingsbury created a wall mural that tells the 
story of the evolution of agriculture from hand tools to precision farming through 
the modern technology of satellites in outer space.  “I learned a lot about farm-
ing,” commented Kingsbury, who has been painting murals fulltime for several 
years.  “I never knew farmers could operate tractors using space-age science and 
have equipment knowing exactly how much fertilizer to put on a field .”   
 
Kingsbury’s mural, which measures 28 feet in length and is 5’6” high, is a com-
posite that depicts early farmers using hand tools to plant and harvest crops.  It 
evolves into the typical farm of the 1900s with horse drawn equipment transition-
ing into modern agriculture in today’s world, with tractors and combines provid-
ing the “horse power” needed to feed the people in the 21st Century. 
 

 

Mural artist Carrie Kingsbury  
created the Berks Ag Center lobby’s 
wall mural in just four days, starting 
on July 13, 2009 and completing the 
composite on July 16th.  It tells the 
story about agriculture’s evolution 
from hand tools and planting by the 
moon’s cycle to modern agriculture’s 
precision farming by satellite. 



For 35 years, the story of agriculture has been told by the many employees who 
have worked at the Berks County Agricultural Center since it opened in 1974.  
During that time, the life-size Holstein cow  has looked out over the lobby  
entrance and welcomed its visitors who came for information and assistance.  The 
building has hosted many non-farm related meetings as well during three and a 

half decades.  Now, visitors will learn about 
the science of agriculture through artwork 
that has been added to the empty walls of the 
lobby area thanks to the financial  
support of the Berks County Board of  
Commissioners and the Berks Arts Council.  
The empty space above the auditorium doors 
is now a composite mural that tells about the 
evolution of farming, from a time when food 
was raised using hands and hand-made tools 
to today’s modern agriculture that uses  
satellites for precise placements of seed,  
fertilizer, and self-propelled farm equipment.  
In between are scenes of horse-drawn  
equipment and traditional farms. 

Day 1:  Kingsbury begins in the center and 
creates the composite centered around a 
farmer and his team of horses planting seeds 
in rich soil. 

At the end of the day, the first image had taken shape and 
waited for Carrie’s finishing touches the following day. 

With each day, a new section of the mural 
was added until the composite was complete.  
Blending old and new in art and agriculture, 
the mural is a welcome addition to the Ag 
Center in 2009. 



Carrie Kingsbury, lives in Birds-
boro, Berks County, and her 
business is called Promiseland 
Murals.  Some of her murals can 
be scene at Saint Christopher’s 
Hospital for Children in  
Philadelphia.  In addition, she 
paints murals for private  
individuals in homes. 

“Carrie says she learned a lot about 
agriculture as she did the research 
for this mural project,” said Sheila 
Miller, Berks County’s agricultural 
coordinator.  “Through her talent, 
she has transformed the empty wall 

space  into a tribute to our County’s heritage and its farming industry that has 
adapted and adjusted to new technologies since the land was cleared and culti-
vated.  We will continue to grow into the future.” 

The “Evolution of Agriculture” composite mural begins 
with a farm family working as a team in a potato field.   
Kingsbury’s second day’s work helped demonstrate hand 
labor that farming required in past centuries. 

A traditional early 
20th century farm 
takes Kingsbury’s 
mural another step 
in agriculture’s 
evolution.  Today’s 
farmsteads have 
larger barns that 
have replaced the 
t i m b e r - f r a m e d 
Pennsylvania styles 
o f  yesteryear .  
“Thank you Carrie 
for a great addition 
to the Ag Center. 


